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PASTORAL PONDERINGS
“Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence.”
~ 2 Corinthians 5:17 (God’s Word Translation)

Breathe in. (You can do this…) Breathe out. (You are not alone…) Breathe in. (You can do this…) Breathe out. (You are not
alone…)
School is back in session, and for families, that can mean a busy calendar. Practices for sports, rehearsals for music, games and
concerts, Scouts, and everything else that has taken the summer off. Church is no different. The difference this year, is that for
the last 2 1/2 years, we have had very little on our calendar, thanks to the pandemic. But as life moves through that in into the
post-COVID reality, Faith UCC finds our calendar filling up quickly! We have much happening in and around our churches
(First Christian included!) and that fills my heart with joy!
First, let’s start with our worship time change. Beginning September 11, we will move to our non-summer hours. However, instead of moving back to our “normal” 10:30, we will move to 11:00. This will allow First Christian to move their worship service from Saturday evening to Sunday morning at 9:00 a.m. In between those times, from 10:10-10:50 a.m., we will hold combined All Ages Sunday School, Adult Sunday School, and Fellowship Time. All Ages Sunday School will be similar to what
we have done for our Messy Church VBS, beginning in the sanctuary for the story and singing, and moving into the Fellowship
Hall for activities. Also in the Fellowship Hall, on the side closest to Pastor Linda’s office, we will have our Adult Sunday
School. Fellowship time will be where the activities are for All Ages Sunday School. At 10:40 a.m., choir will begin to rehearse
in the choir room.
I know this sounds busy, and it will be! And I am not sure if the space will work, but we are going to give it a try! If it doesn’t
work, then we will figure something else out! This is exciting for both Faith UCC and First Christian, as we are moving forward in what God is calling us to do and be, and that is truly two churches who believe in putting our FAITH FIRST.
Following worship on September 11, we will hold a brief congregational meeting to discuss expenditures for the parsonage
bathroom. The background is that the tub is breaking down, and is in need of replacement. The ceiling has had mold since we
moved in 9 years ago, despite painting it with KILZ paint several times over those 9 years. Between those two things, we will
end up replacing the flooring as well. Council will be asking for the approval of $5000 to cover material, labor, as well as anything that might come up that is unforeseen. Please try to join us for that meeting.
Sunday, September 18 will be our final All Ages Messy Church Vacation Bible School from 4-6:30 p.m. “Love Our World.”
We will have sandwiches and chips for supper.
Saturday, September 24 we have our Fall Spectacular Vendor Fair! We will need volunteers to help set up, welcome people,
and clean up/set up for Sunday. (See below) There will be a volunteer sheet out in Fellowship Hall.
The next day, Sunday, September 25, we will host the Eastern Iowa Association Fall Annual Meeting. Pastors and lay people
from all the Eastern Iowa Association will be coming for an hour of education (2-3 p.m.), then the meeting and sharing Holy
Communion (3:15-4:30), and finally a meal (4:45-5:30). I will need a few people to help with the catered meal. Again, there
will be a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall.
(This doesn’t affect Faith, but then on Tuesday, September 27, I will be hosting a potluck Clergy gathering at Tabor Farm Vineyard and Winery in Baldwin.)
Yes, this makes for a busy calendar, but after so long of not being busy, my heart is so full! I do pray you will join for at least a
few of these ministries with us!

~ Always Peace,

Pastor Heidi

FROM THE COUNCIL:
Church Council Highlights – August 11, 2022

Notes from the Council President

Property: Par sonage tub/shower needs r eplacing.

Hello Everyone!

Outreach: Shar e-A-Meal served 70 on July 29.

September is one of my favorite months. I love how
we can start to feel the coolness of fall creeping into
summer's warmth.

Christian Education: “Messy Church” VBS.
Other Business: Painting Par ty August 31.
Next Council Meeting: Sunday, September 11

Newsletter articles due the 3rd Sunday of the month.
October Newsletter article deadline is September 18.
October Newsletter will be mailed September 28.

During September, the Church Council will be working
on our budget for next year that will be presented
during a congrega onal mee ng in October. We are
also working on laying out a 2023 Event Calendar to
let everyone know what is coming and to help us plan
our year. Let me know if you have anything that
should be on the calendar.
I hope everyone had a great summer!
Cheryl

2022 Council Meetings

Second Sunday of the month at 12:30 p.m.
We will meet face to face, unless otherwise requested.

Sept. 11 / Oct. 9 / Nov. 13 / Dec. 11

1
2
6
12

14
17
21
22
24

Ma hew Stroupe
Aaron Wellendorf
Linda Fox
Charles Fox
Harry Stroupe
Helen Christy
Connor Bouillon
Karsten Hulme
Gregory Kress
Jim Spies
Harrison Christy
Lori Collier
Martha Wa ers

We Pray For
God, as the heat of summer intensifies, we pray for those without air conditioning or electricity, clean
water, and health care. For all of our neighbors in “survival mode”, give them the communities and
resources to not only survive, but to thrive this summer. And Lord, remind us to give you a drink when
we see you thirsty. Amen.
Our Faith Family
Karen Risler
Rev. Barb Koenig

Our Homebound
Millie Allison
Paul Dammeier
Marlene Long
Hazel McBride
John Raap
Lois Wellendorf
Helen Wiese

Our Family and Friends
Judy Cummings
Lisa
Judy Prideg
Aaron Wellendorf
Jeff Ripslinger
Elizabeth
Dinah Lohmeier
Terry Showens
Nicholas Passcuzzi
18 year old daughter of a friend of Gloria Kuehl

Our World
Republic of Congo, Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe, Cameroon, Central African Republic,
Equatorial Guinea, Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Liberia,
Sierra Leone, Cape Verde, The Gambia, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Senegal

Our deepest condolences go to the family of Dorris Adams
on her death on Saturday, August 27, 2022.
Please contact the office if you or someone you know is in need of pastoral visit.
563-391-5726 Please note the hospitals no longer notify us.

Dear Faith Members,
I really enjoyed going to camp. I knew 3 out of the 5 other
kids. We watched movies, went on a night hike, kayaking,
and swimming. We had good meals. My favorite was the din‐
ner on the ﬁre. My favorite thing was Mission Impossible.
Love, Chandler Ozmon

Share-A-Meal
We are next scheduled to serve
Tuesday, September 27, 2022.

Dear Faith Members,
Thank you for helping me a end camp. I enjoyed the Bible
study and ac vi es that related to them. There were 7 kids
(1 boy, 6 girls) in my group. Meals were good. Outside ac vi‐
es were really fun and I love them. I loved kayaking the
most.
Love, Samantha Ozmon

ALL AGES VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Little Dresses For Africa
(LDFA)
sewing group
Fridays from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
Watch schedule for changes.
Donations or questions may be directed
to: Arlene Barclay, cell (563) 322-5757

COME ONE! COME ALL! (LITERALLY!)
This year, Vacation Bible School is NOT just for the kids!
We are joining generational forces to grow our faith together!
Join us for our final day from 4-6:30 p.m. with a meal at 6:00.
SEPTEMBER 18
“Love Your World”
Meal: Sandwiches and chips

Dear Friends,
Thank you for your contribution of $200 received by the
Congregation of the Humility of Mary. Your donation,
designated to the Greatest Need, provides much needed support for our important ministries and for the comfort and loving care of retired sisters. Our sisters and associates join me in
expressing our appreciation for your generosity.
CHMs are called to listen to the Spirit in our changing world,
and like Mary, live the Gospel in simplicity. Through prayer,
our work and financial commitments, we continue to support
people who need a place to call home, food and someone to
listen and care.
Because of the gifts from friends like you we can and will continue to carry out our mission to work for
justice within the human family and care for Earth itself. You and those dear to you are remembered in our
daily Masses and prayers.
We are grateful for your support of our ministries and sisters. Thanks for this generous gift.
With our appreciation and God’s blessings,
Sr. Johanna Rickl
President, Congregation of the Humility of Mary

SCOTT COUNTY AUDITOR OFFICE
SEEKING POLL WORKERS
What do Poll Workers do?
Assist voters on Election Day via checking them in and issuing
ballots. Help with set-up and tear down of the equipment and be
present all day (6 a.m. – 9 p.m.) to ensure the integrity of our
elections are maintained. Other areas of need include: processing
absentee ballots, assisting voters in Health Care Facilities and satellite (early voting) sites.
Am I eligible?
You must be a registered voter in Scott County and attend a minimum of 4 hours of paid training. High school students age 17 can also apply and may not be registered.
Will I be paid?
Yes. Poll Workers are paid $12.50 an hour and Chairs (leaders) are paid $15.00 an hour and
both receive reimbursement for mileage.
How do I get involved?
Sign up at Pollworker Interest / Scott County, Iowa at scottcountyiowa.gov.
Please call the Scott County Auditor Office with questions: 563-326-8631
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